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Kichigai is a small family run kennel
occasionally breeding a litter of puppies.
Our dogs all live with us as members of our family, living in the house with
our children.
This information pack is given to any person who enquires in to

purchasing a Keeshond puppy from us. As breeders we feel that the more information
that a prospective purchaser can gain before

actually getting the puppy, the more aware they will be of the
responsibilities of owning a puppy.

If you go on to purchase a puppy from us you will receive a detailed diet sheet and all
the information on your puppy including a full

pedigree and if relevant registration documents.

Although we would always like to have a puppy for everyone who wishes one, we can-

not guarantee that at the time of asking or even from the next litter that there will be a

puppy available. Puppies can be booked many months in advance and we always like
to make sure people are aware that we have

no control over how may puppies are born in any one litter.

All our breeding goes through the Keeshond Club Epilepsy Scheme.
Will all readings being below 26%
Since the introduction of a DNA test for PHPT all breeding will be from Negative
dogs/bitches either by test or decent.
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THE KEESHOND

(DUTCH BARGE DOG)

This is the Dutch National Breed used as a watchdog on barges in

Holland. During the French Revolution, a man called Kees de Gyselaer led the
patriots. This man was a great dog lover and owned a dog-called Kees. Kees
became the Symbol of the patriots and gave the breed its name.

The Keeshond dog was originally brought to England by Mrs Wingfield-Digby,
were it was to reside in the magnificent surroundings of Sherborne Castle in

Dorset. In October 1925 Mrs Wingfield-Digby was fundamental in the starting of
the “The Dutch Barge Dog Club”.

The name was changed a year later to “The Keeshond Club” in 1926 at the
request of the Kennel Club. Whilst on holiday with her family the then,

Miss Hamilton-Fletcher, stopped in a village called Zaandam and stayed for a
week buying her first Keeshonds thus the start of the first ever Keeshond kennel
VAN ZAANDAM KEESHONDS

It is to this lady and others like her that we owe so much as without them we
could not have the breed that we all love and admire in the UK today.

The Keeshonds general appearance is a short, compact body, confident
carriage, thus giving the square outline on the body desirable to breeders. The



A large ruff should be present around the neck, shoulders and chest giving the

impression of a lion’'s mane. The body should be compact with a short straight
back, with a good spring of ribs and depth of brisket.

A Keeshond should have a well-feathered tail curled over its back forming a part of
the overall outline of the dog. The tail should be light in colour with a black tip.

Movement should be brisk, straight and sharp. When viewed from the back the
hind legs should be strong and muscled with the pasterns parallel to each other.
The front legs should be straight turning neither in nor out. The feet should be cat
like with black nails and cream in colour

The colour is a mixture of Grey and Black with a thick undercoat of pale grey or
cream. Standing 18 inches in the dogs and 17inches in the bitches

The Keeshonds coat although consisting of two layers an undercoat of soft thick,
light coloured hair and an abundant outer coat of straight harsh, grey shaded hair.
It is surprising how easily the coat is kept in good condition. The best thing you
can do for your Keeshond is to regularly groom him, this giving you the contact
with him and the chance to check for any abnormalities on your dog’s body. If
your dog has been trained from an early age he should find the grooming process
an enjoyable experience. Bathing need only be done as necessary as the

Keeshonds coat keeps its self clean with regular grooming.

There is some trimming to do on the Keeshond but this can achieve good results if
time is taken over it. The feet are the main area, which needs trimming you, do
this by trimming the excess hairs which grow between the pads then you trim
around the feet to give them a neat appearance. The nails need to be trimmed to
keep them short.

The legs are trimmed to give a nice neat appearance, trimming all straggly hair on
the feathering on the front legs. The hind legs have the hair on the back of the
leg up to the hock neatened.

You will need some brushes and a good metal toothcomb. You start by parting the
hair down to the skin and brush through removing all knots with the comb. Always
brushing the coat towards the head. Lifting the coat as you go the end result will
depend on how much time you take on the grooming.

Fan the tail out making sure that there are no knots.
When you have finished let him shake and admire the finished dog.

The Keeshond should only need a good stiff weekly brushing to keep the coat in
top shape.

Keeshonds love to show off and make fantastic show dogs wanting to please their
owners all the time. Many children have showed Keeshonds (thus making them an
ideal junior handling dog).

A Keeshond will if treated with respect give you years of unconditional love and



Its sturdy, intelligent and adaptable characteristics make for the ideal companion
and guard dog. A Keeshond will naturally protect the family children although he
has not been trained for it. Although very loyal they can be as stubborn as any
child when they do not wish to do something.

There are two clubs for the UK Keeshonden. Holding Championship and open
shows with a variety of other activities
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Characteristics: Sturdy, intelligent and adaptable, ideal companion, goodigahows boldly.

Temperament: Bold, alert, friendly with marked guarding tendency.

Head & skull:  Well proportioned, wedge shaped when seen from abav@; $rde showing definite
stop. Dark muzzle equal to length of flat skull. Neithesirse nor snipey. Nose black.

Eyes: Dark, medium size, almond shaped, obliquely set. Welhddfispectacles’ shown as
a delicately pencilled black line slanting from outer eorof eye to lower corner of
ear, coupled with distinct marking and shading forming egoreshort eyebrows.

Ears: Dark, small, ivy-leafed in shape. Erect, velvety textiivell set on head, neither too
wide nor meeting.

Mouth: Jaws strong, with a Perfect regular and complete sdsis) i.e. the upEer teeth
closely overlapping the lower teeth and set square taw® Lips black.

Neck: Moderately long and arched, covered with thick, profuseé fooaing large ruff.

Forequarters: Shoulders well sloped. Straight front of medium widith good bone.

Body: Short, compact, length from withers to tail equatemht at withers. Well sprung in
rib. Good depth of brisket.

Hindquarters: Strong muscled, hindlegs straight when viewed from behindk dbowing slight
angulation when viewed from side, profuse light colouredgers down to hocks.

Feet: Well padded, round, cat-like, tight, cream in colour; blaails.

Tal e Pine ondop Whers coned, it Black th: canumbey o al fmee
Gait/Movement: Clean, brisk, straight and sharp.

Coat: Harsh off standing, straight. Dense ruff, well fea¢ldeon forelegs and profuse

trousers, not featherddedrock. Soft, thick light-coloured (not tawny) undercoat.
Never silky, wavy or woolly, nor forming a parting on backny shortening of the
coat which alters the natural outline should be penalisid the exception of feet
and pasterns which may be lightly trimmed.

Colour: A mixture of grey and black. Undercoat verP(/ Fale greg/ream (not tawn)g. All
shades of q(r_ey acceptable, body hairs black tipped. Shouldeingsawell"defined
and all markings definite. Forelegs and hocks creammathlack below wrist or
hock. Pencilling accepted.

Size: Ideal height Dogs 45.7 cm (18 inches); Bitches 43.2 cm (173hche

Faults: Any departure from the foregioing points should be considefadlteand the )
" sgrlousness with which fidwilt should be regarded should be in exact proportion to
its degree.

Note: Malet animals should have two apparently normal testiclly descended into the
scrotum.
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FAQ Sheet
Prefix

This FAQ sheet is taken from an American based Keeshendd&{ and although many
of the contents are relevant, there are some of tltkcsleconditions, which in this coun-
try are not.

In the UK there are at present no specific tests, wjnair dogs Have to have before a
mating takes place.

Although these conditions are not widespread in the UKeltehat to ignore the infor-
mation given here and to withhold it would be negligent wmnpart.

If you have any questions regarding this please feeltb contact us.
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